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FOREWORD 

The application ofbiotechnology tools has had and is having significant contribution in many 
facets of agriculture. Increased productivity and food availability; reduced dependence on 
agricultural inputs; and greater stability in farm production are just few of the essential advantages 
of biotechnology. With limited agricultural land, the pressures of a rapidly growing population in 
the food equation could be addressed more effectively through biotechnology. 

Biotechnology is an essential ingredient in the current effort to modernize agriculture. But 
the application of biotechnology tools to complement conventional technologies raises a number of 
policy issues: How much public investments should be poured into agricultural biotechnology R&D 
and what are the benefits that could be derived from of these investments? How safe are 
biotechnology processes and products? How should biotechnology ownership be protected? How 
could society maintain a balance between economic and environmental concerns in the use of 
genetic resources? 

This monograph offers readers a perspective on the past and current initiatives on agricultural 
biotechnology R&D in the Philippines. It also provides a cursory analysis of the issues mentioned 
above and offers policy directions that would hopefully address these issues. The report is an off­
shoot of the research project entitled Analysis of the Role of Policies in the State and Prospects of 
Biotechnology: Biosafety and Intellectual Property Rights (JPR) in the Philippines undertaken by 
researchers from the Institute of Strategic Planning and Policy Studies (ISPPS) and the National 
Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology (BIOTECH), University of the Philippines Los 
Bafios (UPLB). 

We earnestly hope that the information and policy recommendations contained in this 
monograph could be used in designing policies that would help further improve biotechnology R&D 
in the country. 

Dean, College of Public Affairs 
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