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The SEAMEO Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) is
one of the regional research and training centers of the Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education Organization (SEAMEO), an intergovernment body founded in 1965 to promote
cooperation among Southeast Asian nations through activities in education, science, and
culture. SEARCA’s programs are designed to accelerate sustainable agricultural and rural
development through human resource development, research, technology transfer, consulting
services, and knowledge dlssemlnatlon and exchange. It is hosted by the University of the
Philippines Los Baiios, which is based in Los Bafios, Laguna, Philippines. It is supported by
donations from SEAMEO member and assocuate member states, other governments, and
various international donor agencies. |

The University of the Philippines Loé Bafios is- a comprehensive institution of higher learning,
which started as a College of Agriculture in 1909. It now has 10 colleges and a graduate
school, which offer the bachelor’s and master’s and doctoral degrees.

The Textbook Writing Program of SEAMEO SEARCA and UPLB was launched in January
1991. It primarily aims to produce Asian-authored textbooks for basic undergraduate courses
that will have wide use in the SEAMEO member countries. An initial funding of P1.5 million
(about US$60,000) was contributed by the two institutions for the program. To provide
supervision, SEARCA and UPLB organized a management committee composed of the UPLB
Vice Chancellor for Instruction as éhairpersdn’ and the SEARCA Director and Deputy Director
as members. The program has initially tapped authors from the Los Bafios Scuence Community
(LBSC), which is composed-of academic, research, and local government institutions based in
UPLB and its vicinity. | |
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