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higher than that of the control with P23.66. Treatment 4 and 5 had the lowest
economic return of $19.10 and 13.31, respectively.

It is economically advisable to incorporate sabawil leaf meal at 5 to 10
percent level in broiler diet.

Table 5. Return above feed cost from broilers fed with diets of varying levels of sabawil leaf
meal and the control ration in pesos

ITEM DIETARY TREATMENT
1 /4 I w 14
{(CONTROL) (5% SLM) (10% SLM} (15% SLM) {20% SLM)

Liveweight of
broiler, kg. 1.16 1.33 1.12 0.895 0.629
Return per live
broiler, P* 38.28 43.89 36.96 29.54 20.76
Amount of feed
consumed, kg. 2.74 2.74 2,61 2.23 1.70
Cost of feed
consumed, P 14.62 1446 12.97 10.44 7.45

Return above
feed cost per
broiler, P 23.66 29.43 23.99 19.10 13.31

*Selling price per kilo liveweight of broiler — 33.00

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

Summary

The study was conducted for 6 weeks to determine the best level of sabawil
leaf meal for broiler production and the economy of feeding sabawil leaf meal to
broilers in terms of return above feed cost. The results are as follows:

1. The growth performance of broilers fed with diet containing 5 percent
sabawil leaf meal was significantly better than those on the control diet. The
broilers fed the diet with 10 percent of the nonconventional feedstuff was as good
as that of the control.

2. Birds fed with diet of 5 percent sabawil leaf meal had the highest gain in
weight. Those treated with 10 percent of the experimental feedstuff were compa-
rable with those on the control diet. Both groups were higher in gain in weight
than the rest of the dietary treatments.
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FRESH COCONUT MEAT IN POULTRY RATIONS*

Bernabe B. Cocjin**, Fe C. Evangelio*** and Rola Brizuela Salidaga***

**West Visayas State University, Iloilo City
***Visayas State College of Agriculture, Leyte

ABSTRACT

Almost 1/4 of all the coconuts in the world is produced in the Philippines.
During periods of high supply of coconuts it would be better to feed coconut
meat to farm animals for conversion into meat and eggs.

Three studies were conducted at the Visayas State College of Agriculture
from April, 1983 to April, 1985 to determine the response of Mallard ducks,
Muscovy ducks and broilers to fresh coconut meat supplementation in their diets.

Results showed that Mallard ducks on ration with coconut meat performed
similarly with those on ration without coconut meat. Feed cost per dozen eggs
was reduced by 28-30% with coconut meat. Feed cost per unit gain of Muscovy
ducks was reduced by 32-37% by coconut meat supplementation. With broilers
feed conversion, gain in weight and breast weigh were significantly improved by
coconut meat supplementation. Return-above-feed cost increased with increasing
level of coconut meat in the ration.

INTRODUCTION

The Philippines produces almost 1/4 of all the coconut in the world with 377
million coconut trees producing 12 billion nuts per year (Banzon and Velasco,
1982). When there is a considerable drop in the price of copra, as in 1981-82,
farmers tend not to harvest the nuts for processing. This situation of low price
of copra, which has been cyclical, contributes to the misery of the rural poor.

One way of alleviating the situation is to feed the fresh nuts to farm animals
for conversion into high-priced animal products like meat and eggs which are
saleable in the market. It is common knowledge that coconut residue either as meal,
flour or presscake (“sapal™) is used as feed ingredient, but its large scale incorpora-
tion in non-ruminant’s diet is limited due to its low digestibility (Hagensity, 1977),
Gerpacio and Castillo (1974)) analysed the proximate composition of “sapal” or

*Paper presented at the 11th Annual Scientific Meeting of the National Academy
of Science and Technology, July 12, 1989, Metro Manila.

**Professor IIl and Director of Research, West Visayas State University, Iloilo City;
***Instructor and Research Assistants, respectively, Visayas State College of Agriculture,
VISCA, Leyte.
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