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WHO definition of vaccine 

hesitancy
• Delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccines 

despite availability of vaccine services

• Complex and context specific varying 

across time, place and vaccines

• Influenced by factors such as confidence, 

complacency, and convenience  



Reasons why people oppose 

vaccination (19th Century)

People’s perception

• Competition with traditional treatments

• Vaccination is not safe

• Religious and philosophical concerns

• Vaccination is ineffective

• Resistance to compulsory vaccination 

Principles not well understood
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• Broader distrust due to ‘infodemics’

• Stronger rights-based, “right to 

know” environment - growing civil 

society demands access to 

information

• The public is increasingly 

challenging “quality” and “safety” of 

commodities

• Increased and more rapid 

communication channels, more 

global media - Internet, satellite TV
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CURRENT  

Global 

Environment



MMR  

(1998..2011..ongoing..)
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Perceptions of 

risk can have 

serious impacts

• In 1998, Andrew Wakefield’s
publication linking MMR vaccine to 
bowel disease and autism caused 
public confidence to plummet. 

• MMR coverage rates in England 
dropped from 91.5% in 1997 to 
79.9% in 2003-4. 

• Historic confidence breakdown in 
MMR vaccine still contribute to 
vaccine refusals and disease 
outbreaks in the UK, USA and 
globally.
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Tetanus (1995, 2014)
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Tetanus (2014)

Clarification

“The Catholic Church acknowledges that maternal 
and neonatal care is imperative in prevention of 
death; the Church therefore maintains that adequate 
and clear information is provided to the general 
public to avoid misinformation and propaganda in 
regard to the vaccine.”



Covid-19 Vaccination
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Lack of trust: Impacts of a questioning 

public
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Lack of trust



EUA:

Scientific 

research 

needed for 

long term 

effects of 

Covid 

vaccination

• As more people get 

vaccinated against the 

coronavirus, research 

continues to show the 

shots are safe and 

effective in preventing 

severe cases and 

deaths of COVID-19 

patients



What What can be done? done?
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